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Valdez, Heather

From: Coss, Pablo M (DEC) <moses.coss@alaska.gov>

Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 11:15 AM

To: Pavitt, John

Cc: Batchelder, Amber L (DEC); Valdez, Heather; Hedgpeth, Zach

Subject: RE: Pogo Mine Subpart CCCC Source Test

Attachments: AQ406MSS07 Dec9,2014 STR__536838.pdf

Categories: Pogo FOIA

John, 

 

Attached is the entire source test report. 

 

My best, 

 

Moses 

 

From: Pavitt, John [mailto:Pavitt.John@epa.gov]  

Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2015 7:49 AM 

To: Coss, Pablo M (DEC) 

Cc: Batchelder, Amber L (DEC); Valdez, Heather; Hedgpeth, Zach 

Subject: RE: Pogo Mine Subpart CCCC Source Test 

 

Hello Moses. We will need to see the full test report. We’re interested to see the operating data to help us consider the 

NOx results. What was going on with the scrubber while the testing was happening? Was there some sort of malfunction 

during these higher concentrations? A change in the waste feed or energy consumption rate?  

 

Thanks, 

 

John Pavitt 

US EPA Region 10, Alaska Operations Office 

(907) 271-3688 

 

 

From: Coss, Pablo M (DEC) [mailto:moses.coss@alaska.gov]  

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2015 6:02 PM 

To: Pavitt, John 

Cc: Batchelder, Amber L (DEC) 

Subject: Pogo Mine Subpart CCCC Source Test 

 

Good afternoon John, 

 

Sumitomo Metal Mining Pogo LLC conducted a source test on Unit 412, a permanent camp incinerator, at Pogo Mine. 

According to the source test report, the test was conducted in order “to demonstrate compliance and effectiveness of 

the Unit 412 recently installed pollution control equipment and compliance with the CISWI rule emission standards. The 

field measurements of Unit 412 include the following:” PM, NOx, Dioxins and Furans, Cadmium, Mercury, SO2, CO, HCl, 

Lead and Fugitive Ash (visible emissions).  
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Instead of conducting the minimum 3 runs required by 40 CFR 60.2125(a) for the CEMS tests, Pogo Mine conducted 10 

runs. The concentrations for the aforementioned runs result in a 3-run average of 173.2 ppmvd. The results of all 10 

runs are displayed below. 40 CFR 60.2125(a) states that all performance tests must consist of a minimum of three test 

runs conducted under conditions representative of normal operations.  

 

Regarding the averaging period, Table 8 to Subpart CCCC states that for the air pollutant: Oxides of Nitrogen, you must 

meet this emissions limitation: 170 ppmv using this averaging time: 3-run average (for Method 7E, 1 hour minimum 

sample time per run). All emission limitations are measured at 7 percent oxygen, dry basis at standard conditions.  

 

Is it possible to average more than 3 runs to comply with the 170 ppmvd NOx limit that according to Table 8 is based on 

3 runs, or can any 3 consecutive runs be averaged to determine compliance with the 170 ppmvd NOx limit. As stated 

earlier Table 8 to Subpart CCCC seems to indicate that the compliance determination is based on a 3 run average, 

however, a minimum of three runs is required by 40 CFR 60.2125(a).  

 

 
 

If the standard listed in Table 8 is literally based on a 3 run average, it seems that Pogo Mine may have violated the 170 

ppmvd NOx limit during runs 6 – 8. If it’s ok to obtain alternative results by averaging more than 3 runs, the column 

header of Table 8 of the NSPS Subpart CCCC standard should probably read “minimum 3 run average” instead if “3 run 

average”. 

 

Would you please provide us w/ EPA’s perspective on this? 

 

My best, 

 

Moses Coss 

ADEC 

451-2163 

 

 


